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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE REYKJAVIK 0452 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, IC, US 

SUBJECT: PROGRESSIVE PARTY RESTATES OPPOSITION TO U.S. DEFENSE 
PRESENCE 

1 . ICELAND'S PROGRESSIVE PARTY, AT BIENNIAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING LAST WEEKEND, ISSUED POLICY STATEMENT REITERATING 
PPS FAMILIAR STANCE ON DEFENSE ISSUES. TEXT OF ITEM READS: 
"ICELAND PARTICIPATES IN DEFENSE COOPERATION AMONG THE 
WESTERN DEMOCRACIES, BUT STRIVES IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA 
TOWARD MAKING ALL MILITARY ALLIANCES UNNECESSARY. THE 
(CENTRAL COMMITTEE) MEETING REITERATES THE PREVIOUS DE- 
CISION OF THE PP (CALLING FOR NO FOREIGN FORCES HERE IN 
PEACETIME) AND STRESSES THE NEED FOR STRICT MONITORING OF 
THE MILITARY BASE AS LONG AS THE DEFENSE FORCE REMAINS IN 
THE COUNTRY." 

2. PARTY CHAIRMAN OLAFUR JOHANNESSON, IN HIS ADDRESS 
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TO MEETING, GAVE AMBIGUOUS DISCOURSE ON DEFENSE QUESTION 
WHICH, NONETHELESS MADE CLEAR POINT THAT CURRENT GOI 
POLICY WAS SUBJECT TO REVIEW AS CHANGES ON INTERNATIONAL 
SCENE OCCURRED. 

3. ONLY OTHER FOREIGN POLICY POINT MADE BY PP S WAS 
DEMAND THAT NO PERMISSION BE GRANTED FOR FOREIGNERS TO 
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FISH INSIDE ICELAND'S 200-MILE LIMITS AS LONG AS ICELAND- 
ERS COULD UTILIZE ENTIRE CATCH FROM THIS AREA. (FONMIN 
EINAR AGUSTSSON HAD PREVIEWED THIS POSITION IN HIS RE- 
MARKS TO MEETING. SEE REYKJAVIK 429.) 

4. ENTIRE PP LEADERSHIP SLATE WAS EASILY REELECTED. 
CHAIRMAN JOHANNESSON AND VICE CHAIRMAN AGUSTSSON, WITH 
100 AND 95 VOTES RESPECTIVELY OUT OF MAXIMUM 1 12, SHOWED 
NO SIGNS OF DAMAGE FROM LAST YEAR'S FREQUENT ALLEGATIONS 
OF MALFEASANCE AGAINST THEM. (SEE REYKJAVIK 42). 

5. COMMENT: PP DEFENSE POLICY STATEMENT SERVES AS RE- 
MINDER THAT DESPITE PARTY'S PARTICIPATION IN INCUMBENT 
"PRO-BASE" GOVERNMENT AND NOTWITHSTANDING VACILATING 
ON ISSUES BY SOME OF ITS MEMBERS, PROGRESSIVES REMAIN 
OFFICIALLY ON RECORD AS OPPOSED TO US DEFENSE PRESENCE 
IN ICELAND. 
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